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ABSTRACT 
Financial fraud in public sector organizations remains a persistent challenge that threatens 

transparency, accountability, and public trust. Conventional auditing approaches often fail to detect 
complex and concealed fraudulent practices due to their compliance-oriented nature. This study aims 
to analyze the role of forensic accounting in detecting and preventing financial fraud in public sector 
organizations. Using a qualitative research design, this study employs a literature review method by 
analyzing relevant national and international journal articles, academic books, and institutional 
reports related to forensic accounting and public sector fraud. Data were collected through systematic 
searches in academic databases and analyzed using content and thematic analysis to identify 
patterns, roles, effectiveness, and implementation challenges of forensic accounting. The findings 
indicate that forensic accounting plays a critical role in uncovering financial fraud through 
investigative auditing techniques, forensic data analytics, and legally defensible evidence. Moreover, 
forensic accounting contributes to fraud prevention by strengthening internal controls, enhancing 
transparency, and creating a deterrent effect within public institutions. However, its effectiveness is 
constrained by limited professional expertise, inadequate technological infrastructure, weak 
regulatory frameworks, and political interference. This study concludes that institutionalizing 
forensic accounting practices is essential for improving public sector financial governance and 
reducing fraud risks. 

 
Keywords: Financial Fraud, Forensic Accounting, Fraud Detection, Fraud Prevention, 
Investigative Auditing, Public Sector Organizations. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Financial fraud in the public sector remains one of the biggest challenges in achieving 
good governance and transparency. Cases of public fund embezzlement, tax 
manipulation, and falsified financial reporting continue to occur in both developing and 
developed countries (Akani & Ogbeide, 2017; Ogiriki & Appah, 2018; Abdulrahman, 
2019; Hartini et al., 2019; Aliyu & Hussaini, 2024). The public sector’s complexity in 
managing large budgets creates opportunities for fraud that are often difficult to detect 
through conventional auditing methods (Olaniyan et al., 2021). In this context, forensic 
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accounting emerges as a modern approach that combines accounting, auditing, and legal 
investigative skills to identify, analyze, and prevent financial fraud (Nursansiwi, 2024). 

Forensic accounting plays an essential role in strengthening internal control systems 
and improving the reliability of financial reporting, particularly in public institutions 
managing large sums of money and bearing responsibility to citizens (Tuharea et al., 
2024). Through evidence-based approaches and data analytics, forensic accountants can 
identify suspicious transaction patterns, detect report irregularities, and support legal 
proceedings in fraud cases (Dalwadi, 2023). As digital technology evolves and financial 
systems grow in complexity, the role of forensic accounting becomes increasingly vital for 
maintaining public financial integrity and transparency (Dkhar et al., 2025). 

Several studies have revealed that implementing forensic accounting in the public 
sector not only helps detect but also prevents fraud by promoting ethical culture and 
organizational accountability (Cyril et al., 2024). Through forensic audits, public 
institutions can identify weaknesses in internal control systems and improve financial 
reporting mechanisms before fraud occurs (Okoye & Gbegi, 2013; Okoye & Mbanugo, 
2020; Afriyie et al., 2023; Anghel & Poenaru, 2023). Hence, forensic accounting serves as 
an integral component of bureaucratic reform and the establishment of clean, efficient 
governance (Amah, 2023). 

Nevertheless, the effectiveness of forensic accounting in the public sector still faces 
multiple challenges, such as a lack of skilled professionals, inadequate technological 
infrastructure, and institutional resistance to change (Anghel & Poenaru, 2023; Adejumo 
& Ogburie, 2025). Furthermore, weak law enforcement and the absence of standardized 
professional frameworks in many developing countries have hindered the progress of 
forensic accounting in combating financial fraud (Naz & Khan, 2025). This situation 
underscores the need for a collaborative effort among auditors, law enforcement agencies, 
and policymakers to strengthen forensic accounting practices in public sector 
organizations (Simeunović et al., 2016). 

Previous studies have consistently emphasized the importance of forensic accounting 
as a primary tool for uncovering financial fraud. (Xanthopoulou et al., 2024) found that 
integrating forensic accounting with corporate governance significantly strengthens 
internal control systems. Meanwhile, Umanhonlen et al. (2020) and Naz and  Khan 
(2025) highlighted that forensic accountants’ competence has a significant effect on 
reducing financial crimes in Nigeria’s public sector. Similarly, Wafula (2020) emphasized 
that forensic accounting’s litigation support functions are crucial in uncovering fraud 
within government institutions. Previous studies have mostly examined forensic 
accounting only for fraud investigation.  

The urgency of this research lies in the critical need to strengthen fraud detection and 
prevention mechanisms in the public sector, which remain vulnerable to financial 
manipulation. By examining the empirical role of forensic accounting, this study provides 
strategic recommendations for public institutions to enhance investigative auditing, 
transparency, and accountability in public financial management. This study aims to 
analyze the role of forensic accounting in detecting and preventing financial fraud in 
public sector organizations. Specifically, it seeks to assess the effectiveness of forensic 
accounting techniques, identify challenges in their implementation, and provide policy 
recommendations to enhance transparency and accountability in public financial 
management. 

 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
Forensic Accounting  

Forensic accounting has emerged as a specialized discipline that extends beyond 
traditional auditing to focus on the detection and investigation of financial fraud. Unlike 
compliance-oriented audits that primarily confirm whether financial statements adhere to 
rules and standards, forensic accounting employs investigative procedures, forensic data 
analytics, and evidence suitable for legal scrutiny. According to Adejumo and Ogburie 
(2025), forensic accountants utilize advanced analytical tools to identify irregular 
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patterns, trends, and anomalies that typical audits may overlook. This capability is 
especially relevant in public sector organizations where complex budgetary processes and 
high volumes of transactions create fertile ground for concealed fraudulent activities. 
Research by Li et al. (2019) and Ramandei et al. (2025) also highlights that forensic 
accounting techniques such as ratio analysis, Benford’s Law applications, and 
computer-assisted auditing tools significantly improve an organization’s ability to 
uncover unauthorized or deceptive financial practices. 

Empirical studies support the assertion that forensic accounting enhances fraud 
detection effectiveness. For instance, Ali et al. (2024) found that organizations that 
incorporated forensic accounting frameworks detected fraud cases earlier and with higher 
accuracy than those relying solely on conventional audit methods. Additionally, the work 
of Felix (2022) reveals that forensic accounting contributes to legal outcomes by 
producing defensible evidence that can hold up in court, deterring would-be fraudsters. 
However, the literature also acknowledges challenges such as a shortage of trained 
forensic accountants and limited use of technology in some public agencies, which can 
impede optimal fraud detection. These studies collectively underscore the unique and 
critical role that forensic accounting plays in identifying fraudulent financial conduct 
within the public sector. 

 
Financial Fraud Detection 

Financial fraud detection is a primary function of forensic accounting, aimed at 
identifying irregularities and uncovering fraudulent activities within organizations. 
Forensic accounting provides a structured approach to examining financial transactions, 
applying investigative techniques, and analyzing accounting records to detect anomalies 
that may indicate fraud. According to Nigrini (2020) and Shodiq et al. (2025), the presence 
of forensic accounting functions within organizations strengthens the detection process 
by ensuring that financial activities are subject to rigorous scrutiny, thereby increasing the 
likelihood of uncovering fraudulent practices. Umanhonlen et al. (2020) further 
emphasize that continuous forensic audits and monitoring facilitate early detection of 
deviations from established policies and standards, making it more difficult for 
opportunistic fraud to occur. This is particularly critical in public sector organizations, 
where the accuracy of financial reporting and adherence to regulations are essential for 
maintaining stakeholder trust and accountability. 

Despite its importance, effective financial fraud detection faces several challenges. 
Limited expertise, outdated technology, and weak regulatory frameworks can reduce the 
effectiveness of detection measures. For example, Wafula (2020) notes that many public 
sector agencies lack staff with sufficient forensic skills, while Ali et al. (2024) highlight 
that outdated information systems hinder the analysis of financial data. Additionally, 
political interference and organizational resistance to change can further impede detection 
efforts, as Li et al. (2019) observe. However, these obstacles can be mitigated through 
targeted training, investment in advanced analytics tools, and supportive governance 
policies. By addressing these challenges, organizations can enhance the effectiveness of 
forensic accounting in detecting financial fraud, thereby improving financial oversight, 
accountability, and public confidence. Collectively, the literature underscores that 
financial fraud detection is not only a reactive tool but also a critical component of broader 
financial governance strategies. 

 
RESEARCH METHODS 

This study adopts a qualitative research design using a literature study approach to 
examine the concept, application, and effectiveness of forensic accounting in detecting 
financial fraud in the public sector. The qualitative design was selected because the 
research aims to develop an in-depth understanding of complex phenomena through the 
interpretation and synthesis of existing knowledge rather than statistical testing. 
Qualitative research emphasizes meaning, context, and conceptual exploration, enabling 
researchers to analyze how forensic accounting practices contribute to fraud detection 
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from various theoretical and empirical perspectives (Creswell, 2021). This study focuses 
on integrating prior findings to construct a comprehensive conceptual framework 
explaining the role of forensic accounting in strengthening public sector accountability. 

The data used in this research consists of secondary data obtained from scientific 
publications relevant to forensic accounting and fraud detection. Sources include national 
and international journal articles, academic books, audit institution reports, and 
government policy documents discussing fraud prevention within public sector 
organizations. The population of this study comprises scholarly literature addressing 
forensic accounting practices, while the sample includes selected publications considered 
credible, relevant, and methodologically clear. Priority was given to peer-reviewed 
journals published within the last ten years to ensure the findings reflect contemporary 
developments in forensic accounting practices and public sector governance. The use of 
secondary data is appropriate in literature studies because it allows researchers to identify 
research trends, theoretical developments, and existing research gaps (Snyder, 2019). 

Data collection was conducted through a systematic literature search process involving 
identification, screening, and classification of relevant studies. The researcher searched 
major academic databases such as Scopus, ScienceDirect, Google Scholar, and 
Consensus using keywords including “forensic accounting,” “financial fraud detection,” 
and “public sector accountability.” After gathering potential sources, inclusion and 
exclusion criteria were applied to ensure that only studies specifically focusing on the 
public sector and presenting clear analytical discussions were selected. This structured 
review procedure follows systematic literature review principles that emphasize 
transparency and rigor in selecting academic sources (Tranfield et al., 2003). 

The data analysis technique employed content analysis and thematic analysis to 
interpret the collected literature systematically. Content analysis was used to identify 
central ideas, arguments, and empirical findings from each source, while thematic 
analysis enabled the identification of recurring patterns and relationships across studies 
related to forensic accounting roles in fraud detection (Braun & Clarke, 2021). The 
analytical process followed three stages: data reduction, data display, and conclusion 
drawing to organize and interpret findings effectively (Huberman, 2017). Relevant 
information was categorized into themes such as forensic auditing techniques, 
technological support in investigations, and implementation challenges within public 
institutions, which were then synthesized to produce conclusions aligned with the 
research objectives. 

 
RESULTS 
The Role of Forensic Accounting in Detecting Financial Fraud  

The role of forensic accounting in detecting financial fraud within the public sector is 
multifaceted, extending beyond merely identifying anomalies in financial statements to 
encompass in-depth investigations of behavioral patterns, transaction structures, and 
legally defensible audit evidence. Unlike traditional auditing, which is primarily 
retrospective and compliance-oriented, forensic accounting integrates investigative 
auditing techniques, data analytics, and legal expertise to trace, analyze, and reconstruct 
financial irregularities. Empirical studies indicate that forensic accounting can uncover 
manipulative practices concealed in financial reports by applying advanced statistical and 
data-mining techniques. These techniques include trend analysis, abnormal transaction 
modeling, and Benford’s Law testing, all of which are designed to detect numerical 
inconsistencies that may signal large-scale financial fraud, such as procurement 
manipulation or budget engineering (Chowdhury & Talukder, 2022). 
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Figure 1. Key Forensic Accounting Techniques 

 
Figure 1 illustrates the key techniques applied in forensic accounting for detecting 

financial fraud. The first technique, data analytics and Benford’s law, is used to analyze 
numerical patterns and identify irregularities in financial data through statistical 
examination. The second technique, digital forensic analysis, focuses on examining 
electronic evidence, including digital files, computer systems, and transaction records, to 
trace suspicious activities. The third technique, behavioral investigation, involves 
analyzing individual behaviors and actions to understand motives, patterns, and potential 
indicators of fraudulent conduct. The final technique, legal documentation, ensures that 
investigative findings are systematically recorded and prepared in a manner that is legally 
admissible and defensible. Thus, the figure highlights that forensic accounting integrates 
analytical, technological, behavioral, and legal approaches to provide a comprehensive 
framework for effective fraud investigation and detection. 

A study conducted in Nigeria, a country facing systemic challenges in public fund 
management, found a significant negative correlation between the use of forensic 
accounting techniques and the occurrence of financial fraud, such as payroll and 
procurement fraud (Kaur et al., 2023). The study surveyed senior staff in government 
ministries and agencies, concluding that the competence of forensic accountants was 
crucial in reducing fraudulent activities in public financial management (Franca et al., 
2023). This research highlights that forensic accountants do not merely detect fraud after 
it occurs but serve as proactive guardians by identifying early red flags in financial 
operations. 

Moreover, forensic accounting also contributes to fraud prevention by creating 
deterrence through visibility and accountability. A study on the Lagos State Government 
in Nigeria revealed that in the absence of institutionalized forensic units and continuous 
training programs, traditional auditing practices often failed to expose financial 
vulnerabilities until substantial losses had already occurred (Ogbaini et al., 2024). The 
study concluded that embedding forensic accounting functions into government audit 
procedures significantly enhanced transparency and fraud detection effectiveness.  

A practical case from Indonesia further illustrates this role. Forensic accountants 
assigned to the Supreme Audit Board (Badan Pemeriksa Keuangan/BPK) applied digital 
forensic data analytics techniques to trace irregular financial transactions. The analysis 
strengthened internal control mechanisms, improved risk management processes, and 
produced verifiable evidence for potential litigation. The study by Ismaila et al. (2023) 
underscored that forensic accountants play a critical role as “fraud detectives” capable of 
bridging financial auditing and legal investigation functions. 
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Figure 2. Effectiveness of Forensic Accounting 

 
Figure 2 illustrates the impacts of forensic accounting implementation on the public 

sector. The figure presents three main outcomes that arise from the application of forensic 
accounting practices. First, enhanced fraud detection indicates that forensic accounting 
strengthens the ability of public institutions to identify financial irregularities and 
fraudulent activities at an early stage through systematic investigation and analytical 
techniques. Second, improved internal controls reflect how forensic accounting 
contributes to strengthening governance systems by identifying weaknesses in existing 
procedures and recommending more effective control mechanisms to prevent future 
fraud. Third, evidence for prosecution emphasizes the role of forensic accounting in 
producing credible, well-documented, and legally admissible evidence that supports law 
enforcement and judicial processes. Thus, the figure demonstrates that forensic 
accounting not only detects fraud but also improves institutional accountability and 
supports legal enforcement within the public sector. 

A more global case that demonstrates the need for forensic auditing is the Capital Hill 
Cashgate Scandal in Malawi, one of Africa’s largest public financial frauds. In this case, 
public officials exploited loopholes in the Integrated Financial Management Information 
System (IFMIS) to process unauthorized payments and later delete them from the system. 
Forensic auditors used digital transaction reconstruction and metadata analysis to trace 
the fraudulent entries and recover evidence that led to multiple prosecutions (Efuntade & 
Efuntade, 2023). 

 
Figure 3. Benefits for Public Sector Transparency 

 
Based on Figure 3, the combination of statistical tools, advanced data analytics, 

investigative techniques, and behavioral insights has proven forensic accounting an 
indispensable tool for uncovering and preventing financial fraud in the public sector. It 
not only generates legally credible evidence but also provides policymakers with critical 
insights into systemic vulnerabilities within public finance management, helping to build 
a more transparent and accountable governance framework. 
 
Effectiveness of Forensic Accounting Techniques 

The effectiveness of forensic accounting techniques in detecting and preventing 
financial fraud in public sector organizations has been increasingly validated in empirical 
research, particularly in settings where traditional audit procedures alone have proven 
insufficient. Empirical evidence indicates that when forensic accounting practices are 
systematically integrated into public financial oversight, they not only help uncover 
existing fraud but also serve as deterrence mechanisms for potential malfeasance. 
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Figure 4. Effectiveness of Forensic Accounting Techniques in the Public Sector 

 
One widely documented case is the study conducted in the Nigerian public sector, 

where forensic accounting techniques were associated with significant improvements in 
both the detection and prevention of fraud (Franca et al., 2023). In a detailed case study 
of Rivers State, researchers found that forensic accounting competency, proactive forensic 
audit techniques, and targeted investigative tools were all negatively and significantly 
correlated with incidences of payroll fraud and procurement fraud, indicating that where 
forensic techniques were present, fraud levels were lower. This result clearly demonstrates 
how forensic accounting contributes to uncovering complex fraudulent schemes that 
might evade traditional audit scrutiny.  

Supporting this finding, a broader study of forensic accounting practices in Nigerian 
public sector entities revealed that investigative accounting tools (forensic audit 
techniques and litigation support) had a significant positive relationship with improved 
fraud management outcomes (Nelson et al., 2025). Specifically, forensic accounting 
contributed to fraud identification, prosecution support, and deterrence with internal 
control systems reinforced through forensic data analysis, leading to more transparent and 
accountable financial reporting. 

Another practical application is seen at the Lagos State Government, where surveys of 
public accountants and auditors indicated that the use of forensic accounting helped 
enhance the accuracy and timeliness of fraud detection in government ministries. 
Respondents reported strong agreement that forensic accounting techniques improved the 
identification of irregular financial activities and promoted financial transparency and 
accountability within Nigerian ministries (Alhassan, 2020). These findings suggest that 
forensic accounting is effective not only as a post-fraud investigative tool but also as a 
proactive measure to detect early indicators of fraud. 

Daraojimba et al. (2023) also highlight the integration of technology such as forensic 
data analytics, digital transaction tracing, and computer-assisted auditing tools as a key 
factor in effectiveness, especially in environments with large volumes of financial data. 
For example, the use of forensic analytical techniques, such as data mining, trend 
analysis, and ratio analysis, was shown to be positively associated with fraud detection 
and prevention in public sector ministries and agencies.  

Beyond Nigeria, systematic literature reviews and models of forensic accounting for 
public sector fraud emphasize the role of big data and advanced analytics technologies in 
enhancing the precision, speed, and reliability of fraud detection. These tools allow 
forensic accountants to identify outliers and suspicious patterns that traditional audit 
methods may miss, particularly in large and complex government financial systems 
(Nasiri et al., 2025).  

 
Table 1. Key Challenges in Implementing Forensic Accounting in the Public Sector 

Challenge Description 

Lack of skilled forensic accountants 
There is a shortage of professionals trained in combining 
accounting, legal, and investigative techniques. 

Inadequate technological 
infrastructure 

Many public organizations lack digital forensic tools and secure 
data management systems. 
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Challenge Description 

Institutional resistance to change 
Bureaucratic structures often resist integrating new forensic 
auditing methods. 

Weak legal and regulatory 
frameworks 

Lack of standardized forensic audit guidelines limits 
effectiveness. 

Political interference and lack of 
auditor independence 

Political pressure undermines objectivity and the credibility of 
forensic investigations. 

 
Based on Tabel 1, the implementation of forensic accounting in the public sector faces 

multiple structural and institutional barriers. The shortage of qualified professionals 
remains a critical issue, as effective forensic investigation requires multidisciplinary skills. 
In addition, technological limitations prevent many institutions from adopting modern 
forensic tools, while bureaucratic resistance and weak legal systems further constrain 
effectiveness. In some contexts, political interference continues to erode the independence 
of auditors, making forensic accounting less impactful in promoting transparency and 
accountability. 

 
DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study demonstrate that forensic accounting plays a significant and 
strategic role in detecting and preventing financial fraud within public sector 
organizations. The results indicate that forensic accounting extends beyond conventional 
auditing functions by integrating analytical, investigative, technological, and legal 
approaches to identify complex fraud schemes. Unlike traditional audits that primarily 
focus on compliance verification, forensic accounting emphasizes proactive investigation 
and evidence-based analysis, enabling institutions to detect irregularities at earlier stages. 
This supports prior research asserting that forensic accounting enhances fraud detection 
capability through advanced analytical techniques and investigative procedures 
(Adejumo & Ogburie, 2025). 

The effectiveness of forensic accounting relies on a combination of key techniques, 
including data analytics, digital forensic analysis, behavioral investigation, and legal 
documentation. These techniques collectively strengthen fraud detection by examining 
financial patterns, tracing digital evidence, and understanding behavioral indicators 
associated with fraudulent activities. Previous studies by Ilori et al. (2024) have similarly 
emphasized that the integration of data analytics and digital technologies significantly 
improves audit accuracy and allows auditors to identify hidden anomalies within large 
datasets. The application of Benford’s Law and abnormal transaction modeling further 
demonstrates how statistical tools can uncover manipulation practices that might remain 
undetected through traditional auditing approaches. 

Furthermore, forensic accounting contributes not only to fraud detection but also to 
strengthening internal control systems and supporting legal enforcement. The findings 
suggest that forensic accounting improves institutional accountability by producing 
legally admissible evidence, thereby facilitating prosecution processes. Empirical 
evidence from Nigeria and Indonesia reinforces this conclusion, showing that 
organizations implementing forensic accounting practices experience improved 
governance quality and reduced fraud occurrences (Franca et al., 2023; Ismaila et al., 
2023). These outcomes align with earlier research indicating that forensic auditing 
enhances transparency and promotes responsible public financial management. 

The effectiveness analysis presented in Figure 4 further reveals that forensic accounting 
functions as both a reactive and preventive mechanism. By identifying early warning 
signals and reinforcing internal monitoring systems, forensic accounting creates a 
deterrence effect against fraudulent behavior. Studies conducted by Nelson et al. (2025) 
in public sector institutions demonstrate that forensic accounting competency and 
investigative tools are negatively associated with fraud incidence, meaning that stronger 
forensic practices lead to lower levels of corruption and financial misconduct. 
Additionally, the integration of big data analytics and computer-assisted auditing tools 
has been shown to enhance the speed, precision, and reliability of fraud detection 



 

Forensic Accounting in 
Detecting Financial 

Fraud  
 
 
 

187 
 

processes, particularly in complex government financial environments (Nasiri et al., 
2025). 

However, the study also identifies several implementation challenges, including 
shortages of skilled professionals, limited technological infrastructure, institutional 
resistance, weak regulatory frameworks, and political interference. These barriers are 
consistent with findings from previous literature, which highlight that the success of 
forensic accounting depends heavily on organizational readiness, legal support, and 
auditor independence (Ilori et al., 2024). Therefore, strengthening professional capacity, 
investing in digital forensic technologies, and establishing supportive governance 
frameworks are essential to maximize the effectiveness of forensic accounting in 
enhancing transparency and accountability in the public sector. 

Policy recommendations for enhancing transparency and accountability in the public 
sector emphasize strengthening the role of forensic accounting as an integral component 
of public financial governance. Governments should institutionalize forensic accounting 
functions within national audit systems by establishing specialized investigative units to 
improve fraud detection and prevention. Capacity building through continuous training, 
professional certification, and collaboration between universities and professional 
associations is essential to enhance auditors’ competencies. The adoption of advanced 
forensic technologies, including AI-based data analytics, blockchain systems, and real-
time monitoring tools, can further improve audit accuracy and transaction transparency. 
Additionally, stronger legal frameworks and whistleblower protection are necessary to 
ensure investigative independence and credibility. 

 
CONCLUSION 

This study confirms that forensic accounting plays a crucial role in detecting and 
preventing financial fraud in public sector organizations. By integrating investigative 
techniques, legal analysis, and advanced data analytics, forensic accounting is able to 
uncover complex fraud schemes that are often undetected through traditional audit 
approaches. The findings indicate that the application of forensic accounting improves 
transparency, strengthens internal control systems, and provides reliable evidence to 
support legal enforcement processes. Beyond fraud detection, forensic accounting also 
promotes accountability and ethical behavior within public institutions, contributing to 
better governance and the protection of public resources. These results imply that public 
sector organizations should institutionalize forensic accounting within national audit and 
oversight frameworks, supported by continuous professional training and investment in 
digital forensic technologies to enhance audit effectiveness and organizational integrity. 

However, this study also identifies several limitations affecting the implementation of 
forensic accounting, including the shortage of qualified professionals, limited 
technological infrastructure, institutional resistance, and insufficient legal support. These 
constraints may reduce the effectiveness of forensic accounting practices if not addressed 
through stronger regulatory frameworks and organizational commitment. Therefore, 
future research is encouraged to adopt empirical and quantitative approaches to measure 
the direct impact of forensic accounting on fraud reduction outcomes. Comparative cross-
country or regional studies are also recommended to examine contextual influences on 
implementation effectiveness. Furthermore, future studies may explore the integration of 
emerging technologies, such as artificial intelligence and blockchain, to expand the 
capability and efficiency of forensic accounting practices in the public sector. 
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